Christmas: A Mystery and a History

“God became a human person” (Jn 1:14) — a turnamgt pn human history and an incredible
act to human minds. Yes, how and why does God, iwhieyond the bounds of space and
time, confine himself to space and time to becakedne of us?...

Though God had infinite ways of reaching human g&irhe deliberately chose to come to as a human
person. In my humble opinion, God had no otherasphere, but to take birth as a human person, tées,
understand human and love human beings fully, kdetbh@ppear as a human person. And similarly, $or u
the humans to understand and love him, he haddontbe a person like us, with a body and soul; hetbad
talk the human language; were he to speak a norahuamguage, he could not have revealed himsdyf ful
and nor could we have grasped sufficiently. Witkgeim, one of the great linguistic philosophersoaf
times, makes it clear that if lions could talk wdlwot be able to understand. God had to undehgo t
human uncertainties of everyday life; undergo tam @nd suffering, had to face rejection and belray
his own chosen close friend; accused unjustly athiised for no crime of his! So much so, as Stl Pa
succinctly puts it, “...He was like any one of uscept in sin” (Heb. 4:15). And had he not decidedb¢o
born as a human person, we would have never kndwn(er what, or even whether) God is! That's why,
as Karl Rahner, a famous theologian, putdetsus is God’s face turned towards to humanitySo, God
who is beyond the categories of space and timdingly and purposefully subjected himself to them.
Though he did not get a place in the inn at Betielyet he found a permanent place in the humaarijst
and at that a decisive and lasting ovies, since his birth, the human history has beended into two
parts, as before and after the Christ!

We need to stop for a moment to reflect on how &kenthis big Mystery a part of my history. Unless |
make this great event of Incarnation of Jesus \agbany life and my own history, that decisive intention

of God in human history will not make any impacoopmy life. One of the fundamental ways to make
Christmas a part of my history is to see humanmes$aiman beings and thereby to see God in them; we
need to realize that unless we see God in humargfewe can never ever see God anywhere, because
human beings have been created in his own imagékamess.

This Christmas poses a challenge to us. This aigdleomes to us in the form a very simple question:
What happened to the Jesus who was born last yea2011? Last year also we spent four weeks of
Advent... we celebrated a solemn high mass for Ghastand at the end of mass, we wished, hugging and
kissing one another. But have we ever stopped ko “8¢hat happened of that Jesus who was born last
year?” Unless we provide the guest with a welconaitrgosphere, no one will stay at our home; unless t
seed gets the proper soil and nourishment, it moll sprout and grow. Similarly, unless we provide a
conducive atmosphere in our hearts, Jesus whoris there will not remain there, will not grow into
mature, adult Jesus. Perhaps, we don’t want higrdw in our hearts into an adult Jesus; for, weadiraid

of him... you know, why?...

Usually in our Churches, we get the maximum nunabgreople on two occasions: one, a day of Christmas
and the other, a Good Friday. There may be margoreafor this; but one of them, I think, is thathmth
these occasions Jesus cannot challeng®mshe day of Christmas Jesus is too small to challenge us; he
is there like as a little baby, smiling and cryimgg admire the baby, and may be, sing a lullabygmadn
our own way; and oood Friday, Jesus is speechless and motionless on the C®sgjlmot challenge
us; we take pity on him, may be, shed a drop af tead go on our own way. In-between, we convetyjent
set aside the grown-up Jesus, the adult Jesuse g W him before he begins to talk and we garnodfter



he ceases to speak! When he speaks to us, hengedles and when he challenges us, and if we were t
take him seriously, we cannot but change our lives.

But in my opinion, if we sit back and quietly refteon the crib — the manger, the star, the sheghéftdry,
Joseph and the babe Jesus with the innocent smiles very scene of the crib can challenge us inyma
ways; some of them are:

- The presence of the shepherds challenges us te sahplicity in the world of pomp and glory!
God sent the angel to inform of the great newsefltirth of the Messiah, not to the king Herod, not
to the Chief Priests and the learned, but to timpls and uneducated shepherds.

- The very smiles of the babe Jesus in the mangdlenba us to appropriate the virtuetafmility , in
the world of pride and arrogance! as St. Paul putslesus, being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something to be usediisoown advantage; rather, he made himself
nothing by taking the very nature of a servantngenade in human likeness. And being found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoohiedient to death even death on a cross!”
(Phil 2: 6 ff). We need to realize that without hlityjthere is no genuine spirituality.

- The very Incarnation of Jesus teaches us that e toese¢he sacredness of humanityGod
reaches out by becoming a human person, he inwtés reach him in and through other human
persons, who have been created in the image agnklis of God.

Unless we stop to reflect upon these challengesemsdns of Christmas,

unless we allow these sublime mysteries to touchiwes, and

unless we allow them to make a positive impact umnliges...

this Christmas too will be a routine, superficinalanerely a social phenomenon.

And next year, at the same time, we will have tmeler “what happened to Jesus who was born in 20127
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